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Brown County Junior High School   

 
Brown County Junior High School was established as a school separate from the high 

school for the first time in 1982.   The school is located in Nashville, Indiana in a 

complex that includes the high school, an elementary school, and the corporation 

administrative offices. Brown County Schools includes one junior high, one high school 

and four elementary schools.    

 
The junior high school has an enrollment of approximately 310 students.  Twenty-three 

full-time teachers staff the school.  The junior high has two administrator s, one full-time 

counselor, one media specialist, and a support staff of five.  

 

Brown County School Corporation  

 

The corporation enrollment is approximately 2,000 students.  Of all Brown County 

students, 50.5 were eligible for free/reduced l unch in 2010-11 while the state average 

was 45%. The college attendance rate for the class of 2011-2012 was 110 students. 

18.5% of the adult population has obtained a BA or higher while, 83.6 % have obtained 

a high school diploma. 

 
Brow n County, Indiana  

 
Brown County is well known in Indiana and throughout the mid -west for its rolling hills, 

secluded valleys, lush forests, and scenic vistas.  This topography sets it apart from the 

flat landscape that characterizes most of Indiana.  Early settlers may have come to 

Brown County seeking farmland and timber, but those who stayed felt comfortable in 

the hills that reminded them of their homes in Kentucky and Tennessee.  Brown County 

remains primarily ñhill countryò rather than ñfarm countryò both geographically and 

culturally. Nashville is the only incorporated community in the county.  

 
The terrain that historically defined and isolated the county eventually became its most 

compelling feature. In the early 1900ôs artists based in Chicago discovered the beauty of 

Brown County and began working in what was viewed as a painterôs paradise.  Their 
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work became well known and respected.  More and more people became interested in 

visiting and living in the areas depicted by these paintings.  

 
Today Brown Countyôs natural beauty continues to attract artists, tourists, and residents 

to the area.  The county now includes three large recreation areas that comprise 30% of 

its total acreage: Yellowwood State Forest (2,400 acres), Brown County State Park 

(16,000 acres), and a part of the Hoosier National Forest (17,000 acres).   

 
Tourism is the countyôs major industry bringing millions of visitors to Brown County each 

year.  There are currently over 250 shops in the county and over 100 lodging facilities.  

There are many diverse entertainment and recreation venues including The Brown 

County State Park, Salt Creek Golf Course, The Log Cabin Tour, The Bill Monroe Blue 

Grass Festival, and The Brown County Playhouse.  There are several cottage industries, 

private art isans, and some light manufacturing in the county.  

 
Brown County had a population of 15,154 in 2005 making it one of the least populated 

counties in the state.  The population change for Brown County from 1900 to 2000 was 

+6.2% while the state increased 9. 7%.  The residents of Brown County are located in 

5,897 households and are predominately Caucasian.  

 
The average per capita personal income in 2007 for Brown County residents was 

$31,456.  Brown County workers age sixteen and over, drive an average of 22.6 minutes 

to work.  According to the Brown County Chamber of Commerce, 44% of residents work 

outside Brown County.  Of those working in the county, 56% are employed in low 

paying retail/service jobs.  Almost 20 percent of Brown County residents over 25 years 

of age have a bachelorôs degree or higher. 
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Profile Committee/Student Characteristics 

Attendance Rates/Absentee Rates  

  Year    % Average Daily Attendance Average 
  2007-08    94.9 
  2008-09    97.7  
  2009-10    95.0 
  2010-11             95.3 

Number of Retentions  

  Year    Number Retained 
  2007-08    0 
  2008-09    0 
  2009-10    2 
  2010-11    0 

Number of Suspensions  

  Year    Number of Incidents  
  2007-08        108 OSS 
  2008-09        123 OSS 
  2009-10         81  OSS  
  2010-11        19 OSS 

Number of Expulsions  

  Year    Number of Incidents     
  2007-08    3 
  2008-09     0 
  2009-10    4 
  2010-11    0 
 

Socioeconomic  

  Year   % Free Lunch  % Reduced Lunch  
  2007-08   24    11 
  2008-09   25    10 
  2009-10   36    14 
  2010-11   41    15 
   
% of BCJHS Popu lation Identified as Special Education  
  Year    % of Population 

2007-08    17.9% 
2008-09 18.0% 
2009-10    18.5% 
2010-11    24.0% 
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New Initiatives and Planning for 2011-12 

 

Beginning in the fall of 2011 BCJHS introduced a new Industrial Technologies lab.  

The lab consists of sixteen computer work stations and nine different modules 

manufactured by Aidex.  The modules include Mechanisms, Thermoject Plastic Injection, 

Hydraulics, Electronic Communications, Basic Electricity, Robotics & Automation, Maglev 

Magnetic Levitation Track, Eco Buildings and Sustainable Energy.  Each module allows 

for visual demonstration directed by the teacher and /or student.  The computers give 

students the opportunity to work with virtual activities in each area of study.  The 

curriculum will be different for each grade level and the course is nine weeks in length.  

This is a one of a kind lab providing a truly unique learning opportunity for our students. 

2011-2012 also saw the creation of a new weight training room at BCJHS.  The 

school has operated without such a facility in the past.  Twenty-six new machines were 

delivered in September 2011.  These include weight training and aerobic machines.  This 

addition allows our Physical Education students more variety as we stress wellness and 

healthy lifestyles. 

Our school is also receiving approximately 25 Epson Blight Link projectors.  

Installation continues at this writing.  These projectors allow student and teacher 

interaction on the whiteboards.  Teachers are already using this new technology and 

others are anxiously awaiting its arrival in their classrooms.  Student texts can be 

displayed on the board.  Important items can be highlighted.  The ability to display 

multiple documents allows for more efficient instruction.  Any notes or other items 

displayed or created on the board can be saved and accessed at a later time.   

The entire district has moved to an INOW which is our new student management 

software.  The new system will establish a parent portal which allows for real time 

access by parents to student assignments and grades.  We feel this will allow for better 

and faster communication between parents and the school. 
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Mission Statement 
 

Brown County Schools provides a 

safe and supportive learning 

environment with high expectations 

effectively meeting the needs of our 

students and helping them reach their 

individual academic goal. 
 

 

 

Vision Statement 

 

Brown County Schools will prepare 

students to achieve success through 

quality instruction.   
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Beliefs of Staff for Mission Statement 

 

¶ We believe in the equity and equality of education. 

¶ We believe all students want to learn. 

¶ We believe in a safe and comfortable environment. 

¶ We believe all students are individuals with individual needs and learning 
styles. 

¶ We believe students should be prepared to participate in society and 
contribute to community. 

¶ We believe students are more productive when positively reinforced. 

¶ We believe all students should have access to up-to-date resources and 
materials including, but not limited to technology. 

¶ We believe all students, regardless of ability level, need to be challenged. 

¶ We believe all students should receive praise and recognition. 

¶ We believe in communication. 

¶ We believe in the right to be educated. 

¶ We believe in opportunities for academic, athletic, and social environment. 

¶ We believe students should develop a sense of responsibility in their role 
as citizens and adults. 
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Governance and Leadership 
 

Brown County Junior High has leadership and governing 
policies in place which support staff, student performance, and 
overall school effectiveness. School policies and procedures are well-
documented in board and district policy as outlined by NEOLA.  At the 
school level, there are both teacher and student  handbooks which 
are updated yearly.  Information from these handbooks is 
communicated to staff, students, and parents in organized, 
systematic ways. 
 Meetings are routinely attended by principals and staff at the 
central administration to discuss due process, staff working 
conditions, student performance, and other concerns. There are 
committees which have been established to address needs in areas 
such as technology, curriculum, teacher rights, and discussion. 
 Regular communication occurs between principals and staff 
members at the school.  There are a minimum of two teacher 
meetings held each month.  There are numerous committees which 
are ongoing as well as adhoc committees formed to discuss current 
issues.  These committees cover topics such as technology, student 
referrals for assistance, gradebook programs, discipline, and student 
remediation. 
 At our building, parents are given procedural information 
through the student handbook, mailed correspondence, and frequent 
progress reports. The website has Jr. High information for parents to 
access, and a parent portal in the gradebook program is available for 
parents to look at assignments and grades. 
 Our school and district have leaders who are advocates for the 
educational vision and mission of the district. They are accessible to 
all staff members, and they are willing to share responsibilities for 
making improvements for staff and students. They recognize the 
variable needs of all students, and make policies which address those 
specific needs. 
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Curriculum Description 

 
The Brown County Junior High School faculty has created curriculum 

guides based on the Indiana Academic Standards and Core Standards for each 
discipline.  The course description guides are revised and updated to address the 
current state standards and proficiencies. These are available to parents and 
students 
 

 Brown County Schools is currently in the process of revising the present 
curriculum guides. Curriculum is based on the current Indiana Academic 
Standards.  Brown County Schools has established a curriculum committee with 
representatives from all schools to maintain and vertically align all core 
curriculums in the 08-09 school years. 

  
 In 2011-12 school years, curriculum was created and is updated 

using Curriculum Loft software.  This web-based program will house curriculum 
for the entire corporation. Each subject area and grade level is aligned by 
standards. This will allow teachers to collaborate and share activities and 
strategies in each subject area. 
 

Textbook selection is based on the updated curriculum guides in each 
learning area.  These textbooks also reflect the Indiana Academic Standards and 
are on the state textbook adoption list for that school year.  
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Technology Accessibility and use of Technology in Instruction  

 
Brown County Junior High School currently utilizes a student management program, which 
includes electronic data analysis of grades, test scores, and student demographics.  These results 

are used to assist students, parents, and teachers for placement at Brown County High School.     
 

The Brown County Junior High library currently includes Follett Automation software, which has 

replaced the traditional card catalog and circulation system.  The library collection database is 
accessible from all computer stations in the library and the computer lab.  Through a Follett 

module, ñWeb Collection Plus,ò the library collection will be accessible online.  Each computer 
station in the library will have access to the Internet for student research.  Teacher s will also 

have access to a Multimedia Projector, which will enhance instructor and student-generated 
classroom presentations.  The library also has 5 computers that have internet access for student 

use. 

 
Teachers may also use a mini-lab consisting of 30 stations. The mini-lab allows each discipline 

the opportunity to access the Internet, Microsoft Excel, Microsoft PowerPoint, The House That 
Math Built, and other various programs.  Teachers frequently use the mini -lab to assist in 

research, data collection, and PowerPoint presentations. Teachers and students also incorporate 

graphing calculators into the curriculum.  Teachers may also incorporate Classroom Jeopardy into 
their classrooms via the Multimedia Projector or television.  

 
A new fitness room is being planned for 2011-12 and will incorporate more uses of technology 

within the health and fitness curriculum.  
 

Students will also use the mini-lab to assist the Community Resource Center in career planning 

through the ñDiscoverò website and by using Inspire, distant learning, and Merkler program.  
 
Brown County Junior High offers a 9-week Computer Keyboarding course that focuses on 
teaching students proper keyboarding technique through the use of software packages like 

Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, and Excel.  Special emphasis is placed upon giving students the 

basic computer skills they will need as they enter high school. 

 
 
 

 
Technology Plan 

 

A complete copy of the Technology Plan is located in The Brown County Junior High School 

library. 
 

1.  All students wi ll increase their ability to apply various problem solving techniques across the 
curriculum. 

 

2.  All students will improve their writing skills across the  curriculum. 
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Student Performance Goals 

 
The four committees were initially developed as:  Profile, Target Areas, 

Assessment, and School Improvement (changed to School Progress with the 
implementation of PL221).  Each committee consisted of two co-chairs, teachers, 
and five other school personnel and two parents.  Members were placed on 
committees based on their specialties.  The School Improvement Committee was 
created as part of the continuous improvement process. This committee 
consisted of twelve members; the principal, seven teachers, two parents, and 
one community member. 
 
 
All stakeholders created two goals for the school. 
 

1.  All students will increase their ability to apply problem solving 
across the curriculum.  

 
Measurable Objective: All students will demonstrate proficiency by passing the state 

assessment or showing typical or high growth as determined by the Indiana State 
Growth Model.   

 
 

2.  All students will improve their content literacy across the 
curriculum . 

 
Measurable Objective: All students will demonstrate proficiency by passing the state 

assessment or showing typical or high growth as determined by the Indiana State 
Growth Model.   
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Assessments ï Description 

 
 
Brown County Junior High School assessments currently include, Problem 

of the Week pre/post test scores, Writers Workshop, Sustained Silent Reading, 
Math scores and homework evaluation, as well as class specific evaluations. 

POW allows fourth period classes to compete in a fun problem solving 
activity each week. Wednesday mornings, students are challenged with some 
form of a word problem. Working as a class, they are asked to complete the 
problem within a given time. This allows them to enhance their problem solving 
skills on a weekly basis, while working cooperatively. 

All Language Arts classes have adopted Writers Workshop approach to 
teaching writing. These teachers have received intensive training in this format. 
Also, Science and Social Studies area teachers have been trained in the process 
as well. Science and Social Studies have also implemented Writers Workshop 
Practices in their content area.  

All students are given the same writing prompt at the beginning of the 
year in their homeroom class. Teachers evaluate this Pre-write according to a 
rubric that was teacher derived. At the end of the year students address the 
same prompt and are reevaluated on their writing in hope s of seeing 
improvement. 

All content areas also create one Writing assignment for each grading 
period. These samples of Writing Across the Curriculum are scored using the 
same rubric as used in the pre and post writings. Teachers have been trained in 
the use of the rubric.  This rubric is included on page 14.  Student samples are 
scored in our teacher grade books and the prompts used by teachers are turned 
into our Pl221 Co-chairs for future  reference. 

Finally, all homerooms incorporate Sustained Silent Reading in their 
weekly activities for at least forty minutes . This allows students to choose a 
novel or magazine of interest to read during their class time. This has helped 
promote reading for pleasure among the students.  

In 2010 Steep Assessment Program was implemented into the Junior High 
Assessments.   Steep predicts student progress in three areas: Mathematics, 
Writing and Reading. Language Arts as well as Math, administer tests to students 
to identify areas of weakness. This allows teachers to work with individuals 
directly concerning their areas of weakness or be used as a means of targeting 
certain individual students for test preparation for ISTEP+ by looking at 
indicators. Steep data is currently being published for teacher analysis. This data 
can be broken down by teacher, by test, by dates, and even by class or 
individual student. Below are examples of the data from 2010.  
 

 

 

Standard 4 



 

   12 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Standard 4 



 

   13 

 
 

Standard 4 



 

   14 

BCJHS Writing Prompt and Writing Across Curriculum Rubric 

 
 
Student________________________________  Date ___________________ 

 

 5 6 7 8 9-10 Score 

1. Ideas  
content, main 

theme, 

appropriate 

information  
 

Not yet - 
Barely 

beginning 

Emerging 

– 
Need for 

revision 

more than 

strengths 

Developing-  
Strength and 

need for 

revision are 

equal 

 

Effective 

– 
Strengths 

outweigh 

need for 

revision 

Strong 

– 
Many 

strengths  

WOW 

 

2.Organization 
structure is clear, 

has a main idea, 

easy to follow   

     

Not yet Emerging Developing Effective Strong  

3. Voice  
individuality; 

powerful, 

enthusiastic 

and/or lively 
 

Not yet Emerging Developing Effective Strong  

4. Style ï use of 

precise, accurate 

words, varied 

sentence 

structure 
 

Not yet Emerging Developing Effective Strong  

5. Writing  

     

Conventions 
mechanical 

correctness, looks 

good 

 

Not yet Emerging Developing Effective Strong  

 

 

            

  TOTAL        __________ 
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Brown County Junior High School  

2010 and 2011  ISTEP+ Results  
 

        

2010 Spring  
Indicators  

BCJHS 
Results  

State 
Results  Difference  

Grade 8 Percent Pass both Math & ELA  66.3  62  4.3  

Grade 8 Percent Passing IST EP Math  71.4  72  - .6  

Grade 8 Percent Passing ISTEP L/A  83.7  69  14.7  

Grade 7 Percent Pass both Math & ELA  66.2  64  2.2  

Grade 7 Percent Passing ISTEP Math  75.7  73  2.7  

Grade 7 Percent Passing ISTEP L/A  76.5  72  4.5  

        

2011 Spring  
Indicators  

BCJHS 
Resu lts  

State 
Results  Difference  

Grade 8 Percent Pass both Math & ELA  73.2    

Grade 8 Percent Passing ISTEP Math  82.3  77  5.3  

Grade 8 Percent Passing ISTEP ELA  77  72  5 

Grade 7 Percent Pass both Math & ELA  68.7    

Grade 7 Percent Passing ISTEP Math  72  75  -3 

Grade 7 Percent Passing ISTEP ELA  78.9  77  1.9  
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Problem of the Week 
 

Weekly results for participating classrooms are kept on file for each homeroom 
teacher. These are kept over each nine week period and tallied to show growth 
and improvement within a par ticular class throughout the year. During the 
month of February, Problem of the Week is given three times a week as an 
ISTEP+ remediation tool.  
 
Below is an example of the pre and post test scores. These scores are from a 
POW Pretest given in August and then the same test (POW Posttest) given in 
May.  An increase indicates that the students are developing better problem 
solving skills. 

 
 

 

BCJHS 

POW Pre/Post Test Results 2010-2011 

Teacher Pre Post % Dif. 

Bartels 115 125 8.70% 

Baughman 89 104 16.85% 

Weddle 68 75 10.29% 

Davis 94 119 26.60% 

DeWar 67 66 -1.49% 

Greller 86 99 15.12% 

Hebert 48 64 33.33% 

Jacobs 107 110 2.80% 

Koopman 106 125 17.92% 

McDonald 38 46 21.05% 

Miller  83 90 8.43% 

Pagnard 98 100 2.04% 

Roush 105 99 -5.71% 

Smith 58 85 46.55% 

Taylor 18 21 16.67% 

2010/2011 1297 1387 6.94% 
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Resource and Support Systems 
 
 
          Brown County Junior High School has resources and services in place to 
support our vision and purpose and to ensure achievement for all students.   We 
employ a staff of highly qualified professionals that seek professional 
development opportunities and document in their individual professional 
development plans.   
 

Staff is hired and assignments are made based on the board policy 
manual and staff handbooks.  The manual and handbooks are kept on file in the 
school office and at the administration building.  
 

The staff at BCJHS maintains certifications, licensures, training and 
professional development.  Staff members meet regularly with administrators to 
assure their professional development plans are updated.  The staff works 
closely with special services and makes accommodations for students with IEPs.  
These IEPs and documentations of meetings among the staff and with parents 
are kept on file with the special services department. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Brown County Junior High School Safety 

 
Brown County Schools believes that our schools should be caring, warm, and secure; the 

safety and security of students and staff is the major priority.  Safe schools require a 
collaborative effort  of the Board of Education, administrators, teachers, students, parents and the 

community.  A variety of prevention and intervention strategies, programs and activities must be 

in place to ensure studentsô and staff welfare.  A safe school policy document can be viewed in 
our schoolôs office as well as in our Administration office.  
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Professional Development: 
Teacher Grants/Awards: 

 

 

¶ $25,000 Eli Lily Creativity Grant was awarded to Patricia Bartels for intergraded cross 

curricular multi -cultural units within the art program  
 

¶ 2009 Fulbright-Hayes to India for intergraded cross curricular multi -cultural units within 

the art program  
 

¶ Amy Smith received a grant to travel to British Columbia to study percussion.  

 

¶ Kathy McDonald was given a 500 dollar grant for winning BCJH teacher of the year from 

the Rotary Club. 
 

¶ Patrica Bartels won the NEH National Endowment of the Humanities to study in Oaxaca 

Mexico. Patty will explore all aspect of the culture including their arts and crafts.  
 

¶ The Humane Society of Brown County through the community foundation awarded a 

three year grant to BCJHS to buy books on animals for our school library. Also with this 
program a presentation for three years can be purchased for ñReturn to the Wildò to 

educate students on Raptor rehabilitation.  

 
¶ Amy Smith was awarded Teacher Creativity Fellowship Program from the Lilly 

Endowment for $8000. Amy will study the music of Zimbabwe in the United States and 

Canada from master Zimbabwean musicians.  She will learn to play the mbira, the Shona 
marimba, and the hosho.  Amy is planning to write and arrange Zimbabwean music for 

the junior high level for her students to perform during the 2011 -2012 school year. 

 
¶ Amy Smith was awarded the McDonald's $500 Grant for hands-on projects with middle 

school students.  The grant money was spent on purchasing African hand drums, bells 

and rattles that are used by both the band and choir students.    
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Stakeholder Communications and Relationships 
 

 Brown County Junior High seeks opportunities for collaboration with 
stakeholder groups to improve and enhance students learning. Below are several 
examples of stakeholder collaboration at Brown County Junior High: 

¶ Career Day ï Local business leaders set up booths and share career 

information with students  

¶ Code Orange Project ï Local EMT personnel present disaster scenarios 

in conjunction with a Science unit 

¶ Guest Conductors ï Guest conductors are brought in to work with 

band and choir students 

¶ Return to the Wild ï Presentation by the Humane Society and Bird of 

Prey Rescue Unit 

¶ Art students collaborate with local artist on various projects  

¶ Band Volunteers ï community members who play band instruments 

volunteer their time to help beginning band members  

¶ Guest Speakers ï Social Studies, Science, Art, Music, and Health 

Departments invite guest speakers often to enhance classroom 

learning 

¶ Stakeholders are members of School Improvement Committees 

 
Communication with all stakeholders is essential to success as a school. 

Brown County Junior High strives to share expectations for student learning 
goals with all stakeholders.  Below are many ways Brown County Junior High 
communicates with stakeholders: 

¶ Newsletters 

¶ Parent/Teacher Conferences 

¶ Parent Meetings for sports teams, music events, History Day 

¶ Open House ï parents and students have the opportunity to meet and 

greet teachers 

¶ Awards Day and Sports Banquet at the end of the school year 

¶ Emails, letters home, phone calls 

¶ Brown County Junior High Website 

¶ IEP Meetings 

¶ Focus Groups ï Student, parent, and teacher focus group discussions 

are held to allow stakeholders to share thoughts and ideas on a variety 

of school elated subjects. 
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Parental Contacts 
 

 
In 2009 conferences were held during the entire month of October. Using all conference formats 

for the entire month o f October our percentages are as follows: 
  

7th grade 96 conferences for 140 students or 68.6%  

 
8th grade 156 conferences for 208 students or 75%  

  
School wide 252 conferences for 348 students or 72.4% 

 
 

 

In 2010 conferences were held during the entire mon th of October. Using all conference formats 
for the entire month of October our percentages are as follows:  

 
 

BCJHS P/T conference totals 

  
139/196 7th graders had at least one p/t conference=71%  

  
127/177 8th graders had at least one p/t conference=71.75%  

 
 

 

 
In 2011 conferences were held during the entire month of October. Using all conference formats 

for the entire month of October our percentages are as follows:  
 

 

7th grade students 144/152 or 94.75%  
8th grade students 153/166 or 92%  

 
Total 297/318 or 9 3% 
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Business Partnerships with BCJHS 
 

Career Sessions The participants vary from year to year, but include numerous business people 
from Brown County. 

Brown County Career Resource Center 

 

The Republic  (Columbus, IN): distributes newsworthy mat erials 

  
The Herald -Times  (Bloomington, IN): distributes newsworthy materials  

Brown County Literacy Coalition 

Brown County Community Foundation 

C4 Columbus Area Career Connection 

 
Classroom Guest Speakers 

 Return to the Wild  
JTVFD 

 
Classroom Field Trips 

  Chicago (Spanish and GT Art) 

 Indiana University Art Museum 
 MAC- Performing Arts Center 

 Lucas Oil Stadium 
 Victory Field 

 French Lick Water Park 

BCJHS After-School Program 

Funding provided by: 
FSSA/DMHA Indiana Family and Social Services Administration, Division of Mental Health and 

Addiction 

IPRC, Indiana Prevention Resource Center, Indiana University and Purdue University 
Community Closet 

Local Coordinating Council 
 

Provides Assistance for Selected Students 

Lionôs Club    Harvest Moon Pizzeria 

Community Closet  Abe Martin Lodge 
 

Art Partnerships 

Brown County Art Guild   Dixie Ferrer Gallery 

Brown County Art Gallery Lawrence Brotherôs Glass Shop   
Marie Thompson Gallery  John Mills Pottery  

Frederick Rigley Gallery    
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BCJH Focus Groups  
 

 In 2011 Brown County Junior High began meeting with focus 
groups to gather information. This was done with a student group as 
well as a parent group. In addition to these, staff members have also 
served on a district focus group.  

Many topics were discussed and input from those groups was 
obtained for staff discussion as well.  
 In 2012 this will continue to happen and student focus groups 
have been planned to meet once a semester. This will allow staff to 
have a better understanding of the student viewpoint  
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Cultural Competency: 

 
These methods are currently being used or will begin to be used in the 2010 -2011 school year to 

improve cultural competency. 

 
¶ Spanish and French language classes are offered at BCJHS as well as exploring foreign 

language 

 
¶ Seventh grade geography classes study cultures throughout the world. 

 

¶ Language Arts 7/8 use of novels that reflect a variety of cultures . Implemented were 

many novels at both levels to provide awareness of diversity.  

 
¶ Eighth grade American History studies impact of various cultures on American History 

 

¶ Art 7/8 studies Art of many cultures.  

 
¶ Implementation of rotational class on Spanish/ French cultures  

 

¶ Health 7/8 had been expanded to a 12 week rotation to include topics dealing in diversity 

and cultures. 
 

¶ All students participate in Veteransô Day program. 

 

¶ The school library/media center provides multi -cultural materials to support Cultural 

Competency. 
 

 
¶ The 7th and 8th Grade Band and the 7th and 8th Grade Choirs study and perform music 

of many world cultures. In addition, the choirs  sing pieces in several languages 

throughout the school year.   

 
 

¶ Study of world cultures and world religions highlighted by field trip to IU Art Museum by 

7thgrade.  
 

¶ Students participated in Cultural Week. The purpose of this week is to increase student 

knowledge and understanding of world cultures through cross -curricular integration.  
Three main cultures were selected for study this year: Egypt (Monday), Ghana 

(Wednesday), and Mexico (Friday).   

 

 

Standard 6 
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Strategies 
 

The following strategies were developed to help students successfully 

achieve each of the listed goals.  The strategies were created by the staff during 

PL221 half days using ISTEP+ test results and the Indiana Academic Standards 

related to those areas.  The interventions have clearly defined activities and 

contain a variety of teaching methods which all relate to the Indiana Standards.  

The strategies are implemented on a regular basis in individual classrooms and 

teachers are responsible for the implementation of classroom activities. 

In the fall of 2011, BCJHS introduced a new method of remediating 

students that did not pass portions of the ISTEP+.  USA Test Prep licenses were 

purchased with state remediation funds.  This program will include activities for 

Language Arts, Math and Social Studies for seventh grade and Language Arts 

and Math for eighth grade.  Students which did not pass or barely passed the 

ISTEP+ in these areas will receive remediation using the program.  These 

sessions will take place both during and after school depending on the schedule 

of each student.  All Teachers, Para-professionals and Tutors will have the ability 

to access this resource with students. 

Teachers currently complete a checklist at the end of each quarter 

identifying which st rategies have been addressed.  Work is collected that 

represents teachers implementing these strategies. Compilation of this 

information is recorded and stored for future viewing at the end of each nine 

weeks.  

Teachers revise strategies as their curriculum changes to assure that 
standards for both Math and Language Art are being addressed in each class. 
These adaptations as well as sharing of work, occurs in monthly department 
meetings. This gives each department an opportunity to share ideas for 
implementation of these strategies. Currently teachers at BCJH are working to 
align their strategies with new Core Standards for each subject. 

Standard 7 
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Target Area: Problem Solving 
 
Target Goal:  All students will increase their 
ability to apply problem solving across the 
curriculum. 
 
Measurable Objective: All students will demonstrate proficiency 

by passing the state assessment or showing typical or high growth as 
determined by the Indiana State Growth Model.    

 
Target Area: Content Literacy  
 
Target Goal:  All students will improve their 
Content Literacy skills across the 
curriculum. 
 
Measurable Objective: All students will demonstrate proficiency 

by passing the state assessment or showing typical or high growth as 
determined by the Indiana State Growth Model .   
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Teaching Strategies for Students:  
 

Art 
 

Teaching Strategies for Students: Content Literacy  
¶ C.S. 1 Vocabulary and Concept Development Introduction to each unit of study includes 

vocabulary words, introduction to techniques and terms, as well as a brief to extensive 
art history lesson to help pull it all together. There is often a quiz to measure learning. 

¶ C.S. 4 Writing: Informational, Research and Persuasive Texts Each class does a report 

which requires gathering information, analyzing that information and 
comparing/contrasting or reaching a conclusion. 

¶ C.S. 5 Writing: Literary Text Students write biographies about artists. Students write an 

Artist's Statements describing themselves and their work. Students write a criticism of an 

artwork.  
¶ C.S. 6 English Language Conventions Student Reports are required to display correct use 

of grammar and conventions. 

¶ C.S. 7 Listening and Speaking Students give oral reports to their peers. 

 
Teaching Strategies f or Students: Problem Solving  

¶ C.S. 1 Number Sense and Computation Students grade their peers quizzes and calculate 

score. 
¶ C.S. 2 Geometry and Measurement Students work with geometric shapes to create 

composition, patterns, and artworks.  They are also asked to translate these shapes into 

three dimensional forms. Students learn perspective about and create drawings using 

various types of perspective including one point, two points, atmospheric, and aerial. 
¶ C.S. 3 Algebra and Functions Students use proportion to create formulas for mixing 

colors. 

¶ C.S. Data Analysis and Probability Students experiment with various types of media to 

create different effects and outcomes.  They must then analyze what they have done and 
adjust their techniques to create the desired  results. 

¶ C.S. History Historical Background information given about each unit or project Student 

Reports. 

¶ C.S. 2 Civics and Government Project related to U.S. Presidents past, present, and future. 

 

Band/Choir/General Music  
 

Teaching Strategies for Studen ts: Problem Solving - Band  
¶ CS 1 (Math) - Listen to music in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, and 6/8  meters and identifies the meter.  

¶ CS 1 (Math) - Compose and perform rhythms in a variety of meters.  

¶ CS 3 (Math) - Complete equations using the numeric values of rhythmic notat ion. 

¶ CS 1 (Math) - Using a Strobe Tuner (graphic representation of pitch) identify a pitch as 

sharp or flat and make adjustments to correct the pitch . 

 

Teaching Strategies for Students: Problem Solving -  Choir  
¶ CS 1 (Math) - Listen to music in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4 , and 6/8 meters and identifies the meter.  

¶ CS 1 (Math) - Compose and perform rhythms in a variety of meters . 

¶ CS 3 (Math) - Complete equations using the numeric values of rhythmic notation.  

¶ CS 4 (Math) - Dictate rhythms using music notation in a variety of meters. 

 
Teaching Strategies for Students: Content Literacy  -  Band  

¶ CS 4 (LA) - Write a critique of performance of pre - recorded material. 

¶ CS 6 (LA) - Maintain a music journal of vocabulary terms and significant composers and 

events. 
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¶ CS 4 (LA) - Write an essay persuading someone to play your instrument. 

¶ CS 6 (LA) - Spell music vocabulary terms correctly. 

¶ CS 1 (SS) - Analyze and perform music from a variety of cultures including folk music 

from America (Gr. 8) and music from Africa, Asia, and the Southwest Pacific.. (Gr. 7) 

 
Teaching Strategies for Students: Content Literacy  ï Choir  

 
¶ CS 4 (LA) - Write a critique of performance of pre - recorded material. 

¶ CS 6 (LA) - Maintain a music journal of vocabulary terms and significant composers and 

events. 

¶ CS 3 (LA) - In writing, analyze and interpret the lyrics of a song.  

¶ CS7 (LA) - Perform a speech piece with appropriate style, dynamic, and expression. 

¶ CS 1 (SS) - Analyze and perform music from a variety of cultures including folk music 

from America (Gr. 8) and music f rom Africa, Asia, and the Southwest Pacific. 
 

Foreign Language 
 

Teaching Strategies for Students: Problem Solving  
¶ C-1 Use numbers in Spanish to add, subtract, multiply, and divide. 

¶ C-3 Convert foreign currency to dollars.  

¶ C-4 Examine and analyze data, including probabilities linked to the data.  

¶ C-4 Read and analyze graphs. Also, compare and contrast the data from graphs to 

personal experiences. 

 
Teaching Strategies for Students: Content Literacy  

¶ C-1 Learn a new slang word every Friday that has a literal and figurative meaning in 

Spanish. 

¶ C-2 Read and answer informational questions based on various texts such as graphs, 

shopping lists, emails, surveys, and essays. 
¶ C-5 Use graphical organizers to complete pre-writing  for essays on tests. 

¶ C-6 Find and correct grammar and punctuation mistakes in sentences. 

¶ C-7 Create and perform dialogues using visual aids. 

 

Guidance/Media 
 

Teaching Strategies for Students: Problem Solving  

¶ LA 7.2, 3; LA 8.2; Sci 7.1; Sci 8.1,2; SS 7.1; SS 8.1: Analyze print and media materials to 

select the best sources for information.  

¶ LA 7.4; informational classroom assignments. 

¶ LA 8.6; Sci 8.3; SS 7.1; SS 8.1:  Locate and utilize Library/Media materials to write.  

¶ LA 7.5; LA 8.5:  Select reading materials based on literary merit.  

¶ M 7.4; M 8.4:   Locate materials using the online card catalog. 

¶ M 7.4; LA 8.4; Sci 7.1,6; SS 7.1,2,3,4; SS 8.1,2,3,4: Use internet search engines and 

techniques to efficiently access and analyze information. 
¶ M8.1; Use problem-solving techniques to resolve conflicts. 

¶ M8.12; Use current progress report to make line graph to analyze grade patterns.  

¶ M8.13; Review standardized test scores and apply the scores to course selection. 

¶  

 

Teaching Strategies for Students: Content Literacy  
¶ LA 7.4; LA 8.6:  Formulate succinct questions using correct punctuation, capitalization, 

spelling and usage in internet search exercises. 
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¶ LA 7.4; LA 8.4:  Locate and utilize Library/Media materials for research and production of 

written, spoken, and multi -media presentations. 

¶ L8.4; Describe problem needing intervention.  

¶ L8.5; Edit for punctuation and capitalization.  

 

 
 

Health 
 

Teaching Strategies for Students: Problem Solving  

¶ Mathematics Core Standard 2: Computation of BMI, BMR, Heart rate, and food labels. 

¶ Mathematics Core Standard 5: Fire escape plan and Community project. 

¶ Mathematics Core Standard 6: Health Labs 

¶ Mathematics Core Standard 7: Analyzing of graph information.  

 
Teaching Strategies for Students: Content Literacy  

¶ English Core Standard 1: Review and write down the vocabulary words for the unit.  

¶ English Core Standard 2: Understand the various methods of written media.  

¶ English Core Standard 4: Writing of their WAC assignment. 

¶ English Core Standard 5: Writing of their research paper for their drug project.  

¶ English Core Standard 6: WAC, testing, essays, short answer questions and worksheets. 

 

Industrial Technology 
 

Teaching Strategies for Students: Critical Thinking  

¶ M8.4  Interpret the probability of technological trends.  

¶ M8.7 Estimate the cost of food, entertainment, and motels.  

¶ L8.8 Create videos that include role playing and dramatic persuasion for the news. 

¶ L8.12 Determine the technological uses/misuses of natural resources. 

¶ L8.13  Compare and evaluate the information, editing of news to previous news.  
 

Teaching Strategies for Students: Probl em Solving  

¶ M8.1 Complete a market survey using problem-solving strategies. 

¶ M8.12  Solve mathematical equations of a trip. 

¶ M8.13  Calculate the mileage, miles per gallon, and stops on a trip. 

¶ L8.13  Understand the various ways to reduce, reuse, and recycle. 

 
Teaching Strategies for Students: Content Literacy  

¶ L8.4a  Write a script for weekly video productions.  

¶ L8.5  Proofread, evaluate and correct script and outline for video productions.  

¶ L8.6  Understand and utilize correct terminology describing major types of transportation.  

¶ L8.7  Proofread, evaluate, and correct spelling of scripts and manufacturing job 

descriptions. 

 

Language Arts 
 

Teaching Strategies for Students: Problem Solving  
¶ CS 1:  Compare and analyze vocabulary for meaning, origin, and/or usage. 

¶ CS 1:  Use word games to enhance vocabulary and concept development. 

¶ CS 3:  Analyze various texts to identify literary devices. 

¶ CS 2:  Compare/contrast various information documents to determine the strength of 

each. 
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Teaching Strategies for Students: Conten t Literacy  

¶ CS 4 and 5:  Use narrative, persuasive, descriptive, and expository writing for various 

purposes. 
¶ CS 4 and 5:  Use a variety of strategies to develop and organize writing. 

¶ CS 6:  Proofread, evaluate, and revise written assignments. 

¶ CS 6:  Edit in small groups and individually to correct errors in punctuation, spelling, and 

usage. 

¶ CS 7:  Deliver various types of oral presentations and responses to literature, research, 

and/or written assignments.  

 

Math 
 

Teaching Strategies for Students: Problem So lving(7 & 8 Pre -Algebra)  
¶ M.CS1  Number Sense and Computation. 

¶ M.CS2  Geometry and Measurement. 

¶ M.CS3  Algebra and Functions. 

¶ M.CS4  Data Analysis and Probability. 

 

Teaching Strategies for Students: Problem Solving (Algebra)  
¶ A.CS3A  Linear Equations Students will manipulate slope-intercept form  equation 

¶ A.CS3B  Linear Equations Students will solve pairs of linear equations. 

¶ A.CS5  Quadratic Equations and Functions Students will graph and interpret quadratic 

equations. 

 
Teaching Strategies for Students: Conte nt Literacy  

 

¶ L.CS1  Vocabulary and Concept Development 

¶ L.CS2  Writing:  Informational, Research, and Persuasive Texts 

¶ L.CS3  English Language Conventions 

¶ L.CS4  Listening and Speaking 

 

Physical Education 
 

Teaching Strategies for Students: Problem Solving  
¶ 7 & 8 CS M7:  Practice reasoning skills when considering rules of safety and proper use 

of equipment. 

¶  7 CS M2:  Calculate personal ideal target heart rate. 

¶  7 CS M6:  Calculate miles per hour a person walks when given steps/minute. 

¶  7 CS L6 & 8 CS L4:  Compare similarities and differences in games played using a 

volleyball. 

 
Teaching Strategies for Students: Content Literacy  

¶ 7 CS L7 & 8 CS L8:  Express your views in writing about a favorite and least favorite 

game. 
¶ 7 CS L7 & 8 CS L8:  Write your thoughts on the benefits of exercising using correct 

punctuation and capitalization 

¶ 7 CS L7 & 8 CS L8:  Write your thoughts on the benefits of exercising using correct 

grammar. 

¶ 7 CS L7 & 8 CS L8:  Write your thoughts on the benefits of exercising using correct 

spelling. 
¶ 7 CS L7 & 8 CS L8:  Using a court diagram, locate and spell correctly the names of the 

boundary lines and/or player positions. 
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Science 
 
Teaching Strategies for Students: Problem solving 
¶ CS Math 7.1 Utilize scientific method using four steps. 

¶ CS  7.1 Use simple algebraic equations to find objects density. 

¶ CS  7.2 Draw graphs and interprets data within. 

¶ CS 7.2Demonstrate and interpret scientific problems and write solutions. 

 
Teaching Strategies for Students: Content Literacy  

¶ CS L 7.1Write vocabulary definitions of science. 

¶ CS 7.5 Write and record results of all lab experiences. 

¶ Cs 7.1Complete various crossword puzzles as an review of vocabulary. 

¶ CS 7.4 Create a feature article on a researched topic in each grade. 

¶ CS 7.5 Write an essay on a chosen science topic each nine weeks. 

 

Social Studies 
 

Teaching Strategies for Students: Problem Solving  

¶ 7 CS 3:  Given the current rate of disease-related deaths within a given region, predict 

the number of  deaths over the next decade. 
¶ 7 CS 3:  Estimate the rate of population growth based upon a given set of environmental 

criteria. 

¶ 7 CS 1,2,4:  Compare the similarities and differences in the type of governments, 

economic activities, and religious beliefs of a particular region.  

¶ 7 CS 2:  Compare and contrast various forms of government organization. 

 
¶ 8 CS 1,3,4:  Examine economic and geographic reasons for westward expansion in the 

United States. 

¶ 8 CS 1:  Write an equation to compare casualty rates of given military conflicts . 

¶ 8 CS 1:  Analyze primary documents in respect to understanding cultural spheres of 

influence. 
¶ 8 CS 2:  Compare and contrast various forms of government organization. 

 

Teaching Strategies for Students: Content Literacy  

¶ 7 CS 3,1:  View a map of a continent and write an  explanation of the spatial distr ibution 

of major religious groups within that continent.  
¶ 7 CS 4:  Read about a major event and write a letter  in the first person to another family 

member describing events that might have occurred . 

¶ 7 & 8 CS 3:  Locate on a map and spell correctly the names of designated political units. 

¶ 7 CS 2:  Research government influences on cultural groups and share findings with the 

class. 
¶ 8 CS 1:  View a map of an area and write an explanation of the population shift in that 

area. 

¶ 8 CS 2:  Write a grammatically correct and properly punctuated letter to a designated  

government official.  
¶ 8 CS 1:  Following research, students will produce a paper detailing their findings on the 

topic and share what has been learned with the rest of the class.  

 

 
 



 

   33 

 
 
Special Education 
 

Teaching Strategies for Students: Problem Solving  

¶ LA CS 2, SS CS 1, Sci CS 1:  Determine the best source(s) to locate specific information 

for content areas. 
¶ LA CS 2, SS CS 1, Sci CS 1:  Select critical information to write down when taking notes 

¶ LA CS 3:  Answer question of inference, point of view, and theme . 

¶ LA CS 3, SS CS 1:  Compare and contrast how historical or fictional characters have 

resolved conflict. 

¶ Sci CS 1, SS CS 1, SS CS 3:  Use statistics and information from maps, charts, and 

graphs to interpret data and draw conclusions. 
¶ M CS 3,5,7, Sci CS 1, SS CS 3:  Write and solve equations of measurement across the 

curriculum. 

¶ SS CS 1,3,5:  Analyze reasons for cultural differences among cultures today and in the 

past. 

 
Teaching Strategies for Students: Content Literacy  

¶ LA CS 4,5, Sci CS 2, SS CS 1,3:  Using the stages of the writing process as outlined by 

Writer's Workshop, students will construct a variety of written responses including 
narrative, expository writing, persuasive writing, and summaries.  

¶ LA CS 6:  Students will correct sentences for mechanics, grammar, usage, and spelling in 

all oral and written language responses 

¶ LA CS 4,5, Sci CS 2, SS CS 1,3:  Students write a one to five paragraph essay to respond 

to content presented across the curriculum. 
¶ LA CS 1, Sci CS 2, SS CS 1,3:  Students pronounce, define, and use (orally and in writing) 

content-related vocabulary presented across the curriculum. 

¶ LA CS 2,3,4,5, SS CS 1,2,3, Sci CS 2:  Students read a variety of fiction and non-fiction 

materials, then respond in written or oral format to demonstrate comprehension of the 
material. 
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Assessment Tools for Goal One: Problem Solving: 
 

Context-Embedded: (within the classroom) 
 
¶ Math Work Samples 

¶ Homework Evaluations  

¶ Teacher Log 

¶ Tutorial Problem Solving Software Scores 

 

Common-Metric:  
 
¶ ISTEP+: Norm-Referenced Test Scores 

¶ ISTEP+: Criterion-Referenced Test Scores 

¶ Publisher Textbook Tests 

¶ IEP Goals and Objectives 

¶ Survey of Student Progress 

 

Staff Development for Problem Solving: 
 
¶ Professional Development Workshops in Problem Solving 

¶ Best practices information 

¶ Review Current Research 

 
 

Parents: Suggested Strategies 
¶ Assist in the revision of essay assignments that are brought home. 

¶ Demonstrate the proper use of the word processor and spell check. 

¶ Proofread written assignment when requested by children or teachers. 

¶ Read any written report orally for correct usage.  

¶ Read controversial or topical materials and give an opposing viewpoint. 
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Assessment Tools for Goal Two: Content Literacy Skills: 
 
Context-Embedded: (within the classroom) 
 
¶ Student's Writing Samples 

¶ Spelling Bees 

¶ Rubrics 

¶ Writing Across the Curriculum 

Common-Metric: 

 
¶ ISTEP+: Norm-Referenced Test Scores 

¶ ISTEP+: Criterion-Referenced Test Scores 

¶ Teacher Resource Bank,  pre and post tests, Holt Rinehart & Winston 

¶ Core Components Binder, Holt Rinehart & Winston 

¶ Survey of Student Progress 

 

Staff Development for Writing Skills: 
 
¶ Professional Development Workshops in Writing/Rubrics 

¶ Writerôs Workshop 

¶ Readerôs Workshop 

¶ Best practices information 

¶ Brainstorming Sessions 
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Professional Development Program submitted by the above-mentioned school. 
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Committee responsible for this plan. 
 

 

                  Name              Group you are 

              representing: 

                 Signature                        Date 

Mike Roane Principal    

Wendy Weddle Teacher   

Kevin Roush Teacher   

Brad Baughman Teacher   

Valerie DeWar Teacher   

Thom Miller  Teacher   

James McFall Teacher   

Mike Taylor  Teacher   

Evan Knox Parent/Community   

Erica Deglandon Parent/Community   

Amy Gray Parent/Community   
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